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                   Laredo to La Coruna 



Friday 7th September 
Leaving the Car behind for collection later, we left Laredo at 13:30hrs heading 
due west for Gijon. Wind blowing 6-8 knots not really enough to get this heavy 
old girl moving (no, not me….. Shakura) we motored out past the Santana 
headland. (See pic Below) 

We then changed course 
slightly and hoisted the 
mainsail and Genoa, the wind 
7-9 knots now, a little more, 
but nothing to shout about as 
the boat speed dropped like a 
stone to 2.5 knots!!!! 

 

It is now 14:30 we are now rushing along 
at a massive 3.3 knots, Bill has decided to 
try his hand at fishing as the boat is 
moving so slowly, he fixed a lure to try 
and bag a mackerel. But, alas no fish 
caught today. 

At  16:20 we furled the Genoa and hoisted the 
Geneka, we were sailing at 3 knots in 4.5 knots of 
wind speed but at least we were moving although 
not at any great speed. 



 
It’s now 19:30 and we are only just at 
Santander! the wind is 6.3 knots and our speed 
is only 3 knots, very disappointing! We are 
getting nowhere fast!  So, at 20:30 Bill decided 
to start the engine and stow the Geneka as the 
sails were just flogging and the boat 
uncomfortable broadside on to the swell 
direction. This speeded us up a little to 5.7 
knots now wind has blown up to 10 knots, Oh 
well, it is what it is, we are not masters of the 
weather. 

It was a long and uncomfortable trip, both of us took turns to take watch and 
off watch trying to sleep in the cockpit. At one point along the way (early 
morning) the boat was thrown by a large wave and I fell off the cockpit bench 
due to slippery sleeping bag ha ha!. 

There was no moon that night but the stars and milky way were very beautiful. 

The engine decided to go slow, no more than tick-over speed so made for a 
very long journey.  22 Hours in all.  

We eventually arrived at Gijon 
12:00 on Saturday 8th September. 

Marina Dues E46.00 per night with 
Cruising Club discount of 30% 

Nice clean Showers and Toilet 
facilities, laundry too!  



Bill spent the next day fixing the engine, which turned out fine, once he 
changed the fuel filter. He also mended the port navigation light which 
somehow had got damaged.  
There was a fiesta going on when we arrived in the Marina, with lots of water 
sports,  Paddle Boarding, 

  

Jet-ski Racing,  very noisy but fun 
 to watch. 

Our Very Colourful neighbour! 

It was a long walk around to the 
Capitanerie ( the Cream coloured 
building on left of photo ) and 
facilities, but good for Archie.  

(It Seems that a lot of places in 
Spain do not accept dogs, unlike 
France, who seem to welcome dogs in 
most  
restaurants) 

I think this boat must have taken a 
wrong turn!! 

  



An Aerial View of Marina 

Gijon or Xixón is an historic 
City in the Asturias region of 
Spain  
We spent a good few days 
exploring and learning about the 
City.   
(For example …..Known to the 
Romans and Goths as Gigia, it 
was captured by the Moors 

early in the 8th century but was retaken about 737, and was the capital of the 
Kingdom of Asturias until 791.) 

On the second day Bill went off by buses (change at Santander) to collect the 
car from Laredo to enable us to look further in and around Gijon.  Whilst I had 
my favourite job (NOT) of laundry!!, thank goodness there was both washer 
and dryer at the Capitanerie.  

On Bills return we went for a lovely 
evening walk along the Sea Front, 
which was  wonderful in the cooler 
breeze. 
Even though it was very choppy there 
was quite a few people swimming. 

On the opposite shore in the older part 
of the City, known for its maritime 
heritage and old fishermen’s quarter. 
The 18th-century Revillagigedo Palace 
houses an international arts centre. It 
adjoins the Collegiate Church of San 
Juan Bautista, now a concert hall.  

Nearby is the 16th-century Clock Tower, with a museum about the City. 



13th September -  Left Gijon for Luarca at 10:30 after a very pleasant 
        5 day stay. 

It was such a calm and light  
wind 5/6 knots so motored with 
steaming lights due to poor 
visibility ahead, it was a very 
spooky feel in calm sea.  

 

The skipper and mini crew having 
a crafty snooze with me on watch 
 

I spotted a pod of about 30 
dolphins, but by the time Bill has 
got the camera they were just a 
speck in the photo!! 

Approaching  Cape Penas 
 (I thought it looked like the Lizard) 



 
As we rounded the Cape the mist 
and seas became worse, we had  
3m x 150m swell. Skipper decided 
to head for Cudillero instead of 
Luarca as the swell was making the 
trip to Luarca uncomfortable and 
entry to harbour unsafe. 

Although the swell in Cudillero 
harbour apparently negligible caused 
problems docking Shakura onto 
pontoon due to surge.  

There are no facilities here for 
visiting Yachts. 

Cudillero's main economic 
activities are related to 
tourism, but it is also known 
for it’s fishing industry.  

 

A legend says that it was founded by 
the Vikings. In addition to Castillian 
some locals still speak a dialect called 
Pixueto 



14th September -  We cleared the pontoon at Cudillero at 9am with heavy 
surge due to swell, Used heavy lines, cleared in sequence and reversed off 
pontoon to ensure rib cleared pile aft. Used plenty of space in the harbour to 
stow all lines, fenders etc. 

Leaving port we had very lumpy seas and light North Easterly wind. 
We motored all the way across the swell so very rolly poly, myself and Archie 
were not amused! 

 

On entering the estuary 
to Luarca there is a very 
distinctive multi tiered 
cemetery.  
 

We picked up a mooring buoy in the outer harbour 
and used the rib to get a line onto 2nd buoy to pull 
us parallel to harbour wall. We were the only 
visiting yacht so had plenty of room. At low water 
we only had 0.5 meters under the keel.  

(It is free to moor on Buoys) - But no facilities 
for visiting yachts. 

(NB. We are now further west than we have ever sailed before @ 6deg32W  -  
Isles of Scilly 6deg25W) 



Luarca is a very pretty fishing town (one of the best yet).  
The photograph above shows both sides of the harbour. 

We went ashore in the Rib mooring next to the fish market, they had 
only just landed a catch, so very interesting to see the variety of fish 
caught that day. 
 
The town was bigger than 
I first thought, it seemed 
to go on for miles. 
Very quaint, narrow 
streets and local shops 
with a variety of local 
products and produce, 
especially local cider 
(which I wasn’t impressed 
with) I think possibly an 
acquired taste, however, 
Bill did purchase some 
local cheese and an 
excellent bottle of Rioja. 

We headed back to the boat for supper to make use of the newly 
acquired bottle of red wine. 



15th September - We  dropped the stern line to buoy and then the bow line 
and were away by 09:45 heading for Ribadeo. 

There was a good breeze initially (14 knots north easterly) so hoisted the sails, 
Shakura was sailing well on a broad reach in 12 - 17 knots with preventer on 
boom, (mainsail only as genoa just flapped) at 5.6 knots very comfortable 
despite big swell.  

Motored at 12 noon as the wind dropped to 4 knots. 

A journey of 21 nautical Miles. 

Ribadeo is located in the Rias Altas, this is a beautiful estuary with 
Marina at the foot of an attractive town.  There are also a couple of 
quieter anchorages.  
It is a historic town on the border between Galicia and Asturia 



Pilotage went well, spotted all leading lights and marks easily.  

Approaching the Bridge 

 

We berthed in the marina on 
the other side of the Bridge 
at 14:45 perfectly in ideal 
conditions.  
 

One very happy dog. 

After a visit to the Capitanerie,  
where they extracted €46 per 
night, but worth it.  

They had very good facilities, (toilets showers, laundry) and a few bars 
and restaurants on the marina. We treated ourselves to a very lazy 
Sunday lunch in one of them.  



We then went to explore the town, which is built on a hillside so steep  
uphill climb.   

I wish we had seen this earlier! 

 

The old town is fascinating, lots of 
renovations and conservation going on 

This is the town and marina 



On the opposite bank is a 
town called Castropol which 
we visited by rib 

 

It is very picturesque with 
quaint houses and streets, 
not un-like our familiar Cawsands 

 

A lovely view of 
Castropol harbour the 
Ria and the Bridge 
with Ribadeo 
opposite. 

(There is some very 
dodgy shallows in the 
middle!! ) 



17th September - We departed Ribadeo at 10:30  Heading back under 
the bridge to light winds and calm seas (despite the forecast). 

So motored 302 deg. to last 
waypoint in company with Thea 
(an english boat) heading for 
Viviero. 

We motor sailed / motored all the way as the wind headed us and died. 

Cruising at 2000rpm 
generally but increased 
to 3000 rpm when we 
met a weather frontal 
system and were 
enveloped in fog/cloud 
for half an hour before 
clearing,  
 

Arriving at Viviero 15:30 
A journey of 26 Nautical 
Miles. (Just typical, the 
wind came up to 18 knots in 
the harbour as we tried to 
dock.) 



This Ria has some of the best scenery in the Rias Altas. 
A modern town with a busy commercial fishing port situated to seaward . 

The yacht harbour is 
very close to the town 
centre, up a 3 metre 
dredged channel. 
According to the 
visitors guide it gets 
very busy at weekends 
as it is one of the 
major tourist 
destinations of the 
northern coast. 

We met up with Dave on Theo, he helped us moor, so thanked him with 
inviting him on board for a welcome beer. 
The Marina has toilet/showers and Laundry facilities with a club house 
and a very trendy cafe next door. 

 This is the river 
adjacent to the  
Marina Channel with a 
very low vehicle bridge 
upstream. 
We didn’t explore the 
town any further than 
the very handy 
Carrefour which is 
situated right next to 
the Marina to stock up 
on essentials. 



18th September - We departed Viviero, Blue sky but very light wind. 

 

On departing the harbour 
we waved goodby to Our 
Lady and Child.  Heading 
west for Ria de Cedeiria.   

A distance of 28 nautical miles 

We Motored cape to cape 
around NW Spain. Sailed 
short distances, then motor 
sailed again (very 
frustrating!).  
Swell 3-4 metres wind 8 - 12 
knots mostly dead ahead.  
Wind followed coast around, 
so always on the nose going 
anti clockwise W/NW/SW 
etc 



 

Just prior to entering the 
Estuary we met an awful 
foamy sludge, possibly from 
a spill from Vessel some 
time ago 
 

At 17:00 we arrived at Ria de Cedeiria. a 
beautiful anchorage. 
Free to anchor here, but, no facilities for 
yachts. 

 

         Arial Shot 



19th September - Bill checking the anchor prior to us dropping the rib 
and taking Archie Ashore. 

There is an extremely 
good bakery in the 
town. 
So good Bill wanted 
to stay another night  

I just wanted to 
press on.!! 

11:30 Lifted Anchor to find it fouled with weed it took 15 minutes to 
clear it all so delayed departure - 11:45 departed, heading for La  Coruna, 
Close reach at 6.5 knots full main and full Genoa 

This didn’t last more than an hour, 
wind died and headed us, so motored 
the rest of the way. 



 

Ah! the headland!
Journey end is in sight. 
 

We diverted from La Coruna to Fontan on 
Ria Betanzos after reading very good 
reports on Marina Sada for over 
wintering. This made a journey of 31 

nautical miles. 
The Marina Sada 

It is a large Marina, 
the staff are very 
welcoming.  
Very reasonable rates 
too. 
Good Clean facilities 
and a laundry room. 

 



The Shallow end!! 

Marina wall on the left the 
beach (not shown is on the 
right) 

 

Shakura safely in her berth. 

The next day we just pottered about the 
boat making lists etc of what we need to 
do over the next few days in order to lay 
the boat up for the winter.  

We both had lists a mile long. Organising 
the wintering and lift out etc. 

Bill left by early bus (8am) on the  21st bound for Gijon to collect the 
car, and arrived back tired out at 8pm. A very long round trip. But he did 
say that the scenery looking from the bus was stunning. 



For the next few days we explored the town and were kept busy with 
maintainance/laundry/packing etc for the duration until boat lift out on 
25th at booked at 10:30 we eventually got out of the water after a 
struggle at 14:30. (Thats another story!!) 
If you have half an hour to spare I’m sure Bill will be happy to tell you. 
Anyway, Shakura is on dry land until April 2019, we will miss her. 

Bill was in seventh heaven, the rates for the winter were one third of the 
price we paid in La Rochelle, a very good choice. 

   According to Bill …..  E15 per day   YIPPEE!! 

We left The Marina at around 16:30 and headed out of town for our long 
drive to Santander and the ferry home.   We drove until 7ish and tried to 
find a hotel for the night, it was more difficult than we thought, tried 
several plavces along the way, then we took a wrong turn looking for the 
A8 motorway and found a lovely hotel just about under the A8. At long 
last a meal and a bed for the night, also, the very nice manager allowed us 
to bring the dog into the hotel,   
 

Our Hotel with the 
bridge looming over 
the roof and tree 
top 



 

The next morning 
after breakfast we 
went for a walk to 
allow Archie time 
to  stretch his legs! 

 

followed a river down to a 
beach, which was lovely in 
the sunrise. 

Ah well all good things must come to an end. Time to hit the road once 
more. 



We boarded the Santander Ferry 21:15 for the journey to Plymouth,  
which was one week earlier than we had originally planned. 

We thoroughly enjoyed our experiences and saw some beautiful sights. 

Charts to follow:    La Rochelle to Fuenterrabia (Hondarrabia) -  
       Fuenterrabia (Hondarrabia) to Laredo -  
       Laredo to La Coruna (Marina Sada) 




