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WHITSUN WEEKEND IN FOWEY 

CRUISE 4 
 
 
The long bank holiday weekend cruises to Fowey had always proved popular in the past, so 
back in March I reserved pontoon space for up to 12 boats for Cruise 4, the Whitsun 
Weekend.  Come the cut-off time for booking in for the cruise, only Paloma, Kalimero, 
Sundance & Isotope had signed up.  I do admit the weather had been pretty miserable up to 
that point and was not looking terribly exciting for the weekend.  In addition, the first three 
cruises of the season had all been cancelled because of poor weather.  Therefore, I could 
understand that expectations were fairly low, but I had not realised they had sunk so far until 
the crew of El Velero, who have always been such staunch supporters of Club cruises, 
announced that they were going to spend the weekend looking at narrow boats instead!! 
 
I contacted Fowey Harbour and reduced our pontoon reservation to 4 boats.  Whereupon, 
Sundance withdrew from the cruise due to crew sickness.  The weather forecast was 
reasonable, the crews of Paloma & Kalimero were keen to continue, and I gave the cruise the 
green light.  This prompted Saraband & Sound Venture to sign-up as late entrants. 
 
The forecast for the Saturday morning was almost ideal - NE F3 with sunny intervals.  Sound 
Venture had announced on signing-up that they would not be able to make the rendezvous 
time, but that they would endeavour to catch us up enroute.  Thus, Kalimero, Paloma & 
Isotope set off and had a great sail from Mount Batten Breakwater in a NW F3-4, with even 
the sun trying to break through.  Saraband was sighted exiting the Bridges under motor and 
everything was looking hunky dory.  After 10 mins, the wind died totally and remained that 
way until we had motored all the way across Whitsand Bay to off Looe Island!!  The sun had 
also given up trying before we cleared Rame Head and it had become quite cold. 
 
A light, but variable, breeze started to fill in at this stage.  Was it the prelude of a good SW 
sea breeze!?!  It started to steady at WSW F2-3 and Isotope reverted to sailing and elected 
port tack to benefit from the lee-bow effect of the tide coming out round Looe Island.  
Saraband, Paloma & Kalimero also tried sailing, but headed out to sea together on starboard 
tack.  After about an hour, the wind settled at a fitful WNW F2.  Guess which direction Fowey 
was from Isotope!?!  To make matters worse, Saraband, Paloma & Kalimero appeared to be 
making good progress direct for Fowey on port tack about a mile further out to sea.  It was 
only later that I discovered that they had reverted to iron topsail after only about 30 mins of 
sailing!!  Isotope doggedly sailed on for another 90 mins but, despite a favourable tide, only 
managed to make about a mile in the desired direction!!  Pride was swallowed and motorboat 
mode was re-selected. 
 
Saraband arrived in Fowey first and spotted a vacant visitors' buoy, which they promptly 
picked-up.  The excuse being that, knowing pontoon space was only reserved for 4, they 
wanted to ensure the rest of us had a berth!! 
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Saraband & Ted in Splendid Isolation 
 

Paloma contacted Fowey Harbour Patrol and was directed to Pont Pill North. Kalimero and 
Sound Venture, who had motored all the way, took the two reserved and only remaining inside 
berths.  Paloma rafted alongside Kalimero, leaving space alongside Sound Venture for 
Isotope when she eventually arrived. 
 

                 Kalimero & Paloma                                       Sound Venture & Isotope 
 
By late afternoon, the skies had cleared and the sun came out making for a glorious evening.  
Despite the reticence of some Club members to participate in the cruise, it appeared that a 
large proportion of Plymouth based yachts had decided on Fowey as their destination of 
choice.  The place was heaving!!  The Water Taxi was summoned at 1830 hrs and the Pont 
Pill Pontooners made their way ashore to the Royal Fowey Yacht Club, where a table had 
been booked for dinner, to meet up with the crew of Saraband, who had dinghied ashore.  An 
excellent evening was enjoyed by all with the RFYC restaurant yet again providing a most 
enjoyable meal. 
 
Those of you who have read the Club History will know that the Club had presented a 
mounted Club Burgee to the RFYC on the first ever Club cruise to Fowey in 1991.  This, 
together with many other club burgees, had been taken down and not re-hung when the 
RFYC was redecorated a couple of years back.  However, there is now a rotating video 
display on the wall at the end of the corridor by the entrance to the bar, which displays 
photographs of all these burgees, including ours. 
 
Sunday was forecast to be a typical bank holiday day - grey, damp, misty and wet in the 
afternoon!!  The grey and misty bit was correct, but the day remained relatively dry. 
 



 

 

No specific plans had been made for the day, and crews did their own thing, with most 
electing to have a good walk.  Despite the day, the skies cleared again in late afternoon to 
give another glorious evening.  However, the high level mares' tails heralded the forthcoming 
arrival of another anti-social weather system for the week ahead. 
 

             A Perfect Sunday Evening                                  Mares' Tails Above Paloma 
 
The weather forecast for the return voyage to Plymouth was NW-W F3-4 occ 5.  Saraband left 
very early to ensure Bev had a few hours sleep before going on night duty that night, and 
ended up having to motor most of the way to Rame Head.  The "rafters" decided to leave an 
hour earlier than originally planned, as the wind was due to rise as the afternoon progressed.  
Paloma, Kalimero & Isotope decided to take the cautious approach and each put 2 reefs in 
their mainsail.  Sound Venture elected a partially furled genoa instead.  Initially, these 
precautions seemed well justified and swift progress was made down passed Polperro with 
frequent good F4 gusts sweeping down behind us. 
 

                          Kalimero                                                         Sound Venture 

Paloma 



 

 

Typically, the wind then became more W F3 than NW F5 and progress became quite slow 
across Whitsand Bay, but at least we were sailing, the sea was calm and the sun was trying.  
All in all, a very pleasant day to be at sea!!  That was apart from the fact that all of Plymouth 
who had weekended in Fowey were on their way home making it look busier than the A38 at 
rush hour!!  Kalimero shook out one reef, as Val wanted to go faster.  Then Sound Venture 
decided to engage engine to avoid having to gybe to clear Rame Head.  Paloma & Isotope 
took the lazy approach and sailed all the way with 2 reefs and gybing when necessary.  This 
approach was indeed prudent as on rounding Penlee Point the wind became the promised 
NW F5 giving a scintillating final reach back across the Sound with boat speeds in excess of 7 
kts!!  
 

 
The Commodore Returns from Cruise 4 

 
 


