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THE STORY OF CRUISE 3 

OR 

THE QUEST FOR CLUB TROPHIES!!  
 
 

Cruise 3 was meant to be a nice gentle, balmy May cruise to Salcombe, Dartmouth, 
Dittisham, Brixham and return via Hallsands and Salcombe.  Six Club boats had signed up for 
the cruise: El Velero, Kalimero, Saraband, Sir Jasper, Sundance & Isotope.  With Cruises 1 & 
2 having already been cancelled due to weather, hopes were high for Cruise 3.  However, 
Odin and his daughters had set a strong jetstream across the Atlantic aimed directly at SW 
England!!  The prognosis was not good and at the first decision point the Coordinator 
announced that Cruise 3 would not go ahead as planned.  However, hope was held out for a 
modified cruise to Salcombe and return departing on the Sunday.  Friday was the decision 
point for this variant, by which time Sunday's forecast had degenerated to a Southerly F4-5, 
which would have made Salcombe Bar, and indeed Fowey, a very uncomfortable place to be!  
Typically, Monday then looked good and a 24 hr postponement was promulgated. 

 
Sundance consulted their own seaweed and decided they could have more fun 

elsewhere (we await to find out where and doing what!!!) and withdrew from the cruise at this 
point.  The next decision point was Sunday morning, by which time the whole week looked 
very iffy.  Isotope applied the final adjudicator - would he want to go ahead and do the cruise 
on his own and risk not getting back - and cancelled the cruise in toto.  Kalimero had an email 
problem and decided to go down to Plymouth Yacht Haven (PYH) in anticipation (or was it just 
Val still being over excited from her Tea Dance in Honiton on Friday afternoon and then 
talking to Nigel in his bath!!).  Similarly, Saraband thought the weather up at Saltash was fine 
and also came down to PYH on Sunday.  With the wind being in the South, it was actually a 
lovely balmy May afternoon in PYH!! 

 
In between whiles, Sir Jasper, who had been onboard for several days cleaning and 

fitting out ready for the cruise, had contact with a visiting yacht who had just come round from 
the Yealm in the "worst sea conditions" they had ever encountered.  Pippa suddenly 
remembered she had a chicken in the fridge at home and lured Nigel to withdraw from the 
cruise with a promise of a Sunday roast and a return to their own bath and bed at home!!  Gail 
also thought that a lumpy ride to Salcombe and back was not high on her wish list.  Therefore, 
El Velero also withdrew and Alan decided to go to work and not to take a week's leave!! 

 
Cruise 3 then became a non-event.  This caused some concern to Kalimero & 

Saraband, as they realised that for the third cruise in a row they would not gain any points 
towards the Tucknott Trophy!!  Accepting that, despite both being past winners, they were no 
longer eligible for the Cattewater Cup, having been Club members for three seasons, what 
other trophy could they build points towards!?! 
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Hence a "cunning plan" was conceived.  They were going to build-up points towards 
the Baden Webb Memorial Cup by adding to the number of different ports and anchorages 
visited in the season!!  

 
Thus on the Monday morning, totally ignoring the drizzle being driven across PYH by 

the very brisk SW wind and the fact that the Sound was fog bound, the crews of Kalimero & 
Saraband donned oilskins and readied themselves for a true voyage of discovery.  They had 
decided to motor across to Sutton Harbour for the night!!  In truth, by the time they had 
finished breakfast and Ted had had his last walk, the drizzle had stopped, the wind had eased 
and the fog had lifted, and they actually had a super couple of hours sailing around the Sound 
before locking into Sutton Harbour!! 

  
Saraband                        &                          Kalimero 

In Sutton Harbour 
 
 Having accepted this is a legitimate "different port and anchorage" for entry for the 
Baden Webb Memorial Cup, the caveat has to be added, that tying up to the pontoon in the 
Sutton Harbour lock for a few minutes on entry and exit do not count as an additional two 
"different ports and anchorages" Colin!!  Similarly, for those whose home berth is off Saltash, 
three different nights in PYH G2, G7 & G9 cannot be counted as three "different ports and 
anchorages"!! 
 
 Now, on the other side of the world, another Club member thought they could build up 
points towards both the Baden Webb Memorial Cup (highest number of different ports and 
anchorages in the season) and the Walker Trophy (longest nautical miles and days at sea 
cruise).  Whilst it is appreciated that the early passenger aircraft were called "ships of the sky" 
and that most nautical terms and regulations were subsumed into the aeronautical world, 
travelling to Australia and back in an A380 is not in the true spirit of the Walker Trophy.  The 
Club trophies are meant to be awarded in recognition of achievement in one's own boat!! 
 
 Thus, I do not think that the Trophies Sub-Committee will be able to accept the 
following as proof of entry for either the Baden Webb Memorial Cup or the Walker Trophy, as 
witnesses are ready to give evidence that Pearl Fisher has not departed PYH for the last five 
weeks!! 
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